Personal Note

by Dr, John Barrett

  Initially the writer studied pure mathematics at Cambridge University changing to control and systems engineering for Ph.D which he researched and taught during most of his professional life.  Having had an early interest in relativity he was highly impressed when, midway in his career, he happened to come across the work of Varicak on the use of hyperbolic geometry for special relativity.  The writer had always felt uneasy at awkward aspects in the usual presentation especially with the use of imaginary time in Minkowski's fourth dimension.  Being quite convinced of the correctness of the Varicak approach the writer took it up on retirement studying hyperbolic geometry and its application to relativity and cosmology.  He has made some extensions to the theory in previous PIRT conferences and there is emerging a new consistent view of special relativity, inconsistencies arising from the attempt to force upon it a Euclidean form.

